
Women in Parliament - A snapshot of the last 5 years
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Although there is a growing number of women being elected to parliaments globally, true equality remains distant, and the current 
pace of progress is unsatisfactorily slow. The majority of parliaments still have a disproportionate representation.1 This is a data viz 
showing the regional representation of the average(%) seats held by women in parliament in the last 5 years (2017-2021).
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Rwanda has the highest average of 61.3% 
seats held by women in parliament in the 
past 5 years.

It has been praised for its progress in 
promoting gender equality and empowering 
women especially in political participation.2

United Arab Emirates had the most 
drastic increase in seats held by 
women from 22.5% to 50% 

North American countries feature the most in the top 10 list of seats held by 
women in parliament. Cuba is the country that is second on the list with 53.4%. 
Asia does not feature in this list.

In 2021, globally, the average of 
seats held by women was 25.3%. 
This is a 3.1% increase from 2017.North America has the highest 

average increase from 2017 to 2021 with 
a difference of 6.8 percentage points
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xdns_UCtRNH9TWcxKYKa_HydlkZxbqCCYRfdxhUNpg/edit#gid=1274744095
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_xdns_UCtRNH9TWcxKYKa_HydlkZxbqCCYRfdxhUNpg/edit#gid=1274744095
https://www.ipu.org/impact/gender-equality/women-in-parliament
https://africa.unwomen.org/en/where-we-are/eastern-and-southern-africa/rwanda#:~:text=Rwanda%20stands%20out%20globally%20for,been%20made%20in%20many%20sectors.

